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Jiangsu Launched Big-Data Project on Food and Drug
Regulation
The provincial regulators of Jiangsu province recently launched a
digital tracking system based on big-data system of food and
drug regulation. The project was launched by the provincial bigdata center of food and drug regulation with a cloud service.
The system aims to cover the major three food companies of
wine, dairy products and food additives province-wide by the
end of 2017. By the half half of 2018, the system is expected to
help connect the digital systems of commerce departments and
agriculture departments to enhance the government's ability to
analyse on food safety risks.

Thousands of Foreign Brands
Enter China Through Ecommerce

The project aims to integrate the regulatory information
resources among different levels of food and drug regulators.
The system is also expected to cover general good, health food,
drug, medical equipment and cosmetics. (Source: China Food
Machinery net)

China Health Plan Threatened
by Shortage of Family Doctors

China Plans to Lift Life Expectancy Through Better
Health Care

All-Round Reforms Needed in
Healthcare

China's State Council, or Cabinet, has released a plan on medical
and health care, highlighting the need to identify diseases
earlier.
The plan will complement efforts to increase the country's
average life expectancy by one year to more than 77 years by
2020.
The five-year plan, for the 2016-2020 period, called for measures
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to assist the earlier detection of serious diseases
including strokes and cancers, as well as better
treatment for issues such as hypertension and
diabetes among people with high blood pressure,
blood glucose, blood fat or obesity.
To address the current shortage of nurses, the
government will launch training programs so that the
country will have 3.14 nurses per thousand people by
2020. This translates into 4.45 million nurses
nationwide.
An additional 89,000 hospital beds, and 140,000
obstetricians and midwives will be added to cope
with rising demand and medical resource shortage
since China allowed all couples to have two children
at the beginning of 2016.
As 16.1 percent of China's population were 60 or
over in 2015, the plan also discussed how to help the
elderly with various methods, including traditional
medicine, exercise and diet.
The government also aims to ensure more than 70
percent of those aged 65 and over have access to
health management services by 2020, which can
evaluate health conditions, control health risks and
provide health guidance. (Source: Xinhua)

Shijiazhuang: Infant Food Could Be Tracked
The local food and drug authority of Shijiazhuang
recently released their government plan for the next
five years, including the setup of a food and drug risk
monitoring platform in the city, holding vendors and
manufacturers of food and drug accountable.
Food and drug regulatory institutions have covered
all major districts, countries and towns under the city
so far, with over 90% of the regulators being
professionals in food, legal or drug affairs.
The substandard food and other relevant products
would be required to be taken down from shelf
immediately after being spotted. Productions by key
companies that produce infant food, diary product,
meat product, wine will be comprehensively tracked.
Drugs sold in the local market will be checked

regularly, and special campaigns targeting health
food and cosmetics of special use will also be
launched. (Source: Hebei News)
Production Approval of Cosmetics Have All been
Renewed in Sichuan
Based on the request by the national food and
drug regulator, Sichuan provincial regulator has
processed 50 applications in 2016 to renew
cosmetics production approval. 40 of the
applicants got renewed approval.
To accomplish the task in time as requested, the
provincial regulator launched promotion campaign
to ask cosmetics companies to apply for renew by
the end of 2016. The provincial food and drug
bureau launched seminars to map out specific
plans to mobilize departments and get a better
idea of company's relevant information.
Special attention was paid by the regulators to
production process of cosmetics companies who
applied for production approval renewal. (Source:
Sichuan FDA)

CBNData Released Report on Children's
Dietary Supplement
CBNData, the commercial data center under the
financial newspaper recently released a report on
the
consumption
of
children's
dietary
supplements.

4
5

U.S. – CHINA HEALTH PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION

The report shows that demands and preferences
over this kind of products vary a lot based on
different areas and ages of parents. Many parents
choose to buy these products online. Over 50% of
these products sold online are foreign brands.

sold in China, either online or in stores, according to
the report.

Female consumers account for 70% of the
consumption force with a growing number of moms
who were born in 1990s. This group of buyers are
less religious towards foreign brands, which their
parent generations believed having better quality
compared with domestic products. They also like to
choose traditional Chinese health products while
buying a certain number of foreign products.
Moms based in Xinjiang love health products of
western brands the most, followed by those based
in Sichuan. Parents in Beijing and Shanghai like the
Chinese traditional nutrition supplement the least
compared with their peers in other regions.
Kids in Shanghai love health snacks the most. Kids in
northeast part of China love cheese and other milkbased products the most. (Source: China News)

Thousands of Foreign Brands Enter China
Through E-commerce
Relaxed government restrictions on imported goods
bought online and the growing demand among
Chinese consumers for foreign goods is driving
growth for Tmall Global, an online marketplace
operated by Alibaba, according to a report by
Chinese research firm CBN Data and Alibaba Group
Holding Ltd.
The report says in 2016, Chinese consumers could
buy products on Tmall Global in 3,700 categories
from brands or retailers from 63 countries, a
substantial increase from a selection of 1,700
categories sold by retailers from 50 courtiers a year
ago. There are now 14,500 brands selling on Tmall
Global, and 80% of those brands never previously

In the April of 2016, China adjusted the import tax
for goods purchased in small quantities from foreign
websites, in most cases making such goods more
affordable for China’s middle-class consumers.
Many Chinese shoppers are skeptical of the quality
of China-made products, and the lower tax rate in
categories like cosmetics is boosting online orders.
According to research firm iResearch, cross-border
e-commerce imports into China grew about 30% to
1.25 trillion yuan ($182 billion) in 2016 and will
grow at a similar pace in 2017, with retail purchases
accounting for most of those transactions.While this
report focused on Tmall Global, Alibaba’s main
rivals, such as JD.com Inc. and the Amazon China
unit of Amazon.com Inc. also have created online
shopping portals devoted to imported goods.
JD.com is No. 1 in the Internet Retailer China 500,
which ranks retailers by their online sales in China,
and Amazon China is No. 4. Although Alibaba’s
marketplaces account for roughly three-quarters of
online retail sales in China, the company is not
ranked because it hosts the stores of other retailers
and does not sell merchandise itself.
Brands from Japan, the United States and South
Korea account for the largest share of sales on Tmall
Global, but the CBN/Alibaba report notes that sales
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from European brands grew the fastest in 2016.
The number of consumers who purchased on Tmall
Global more than doubled in 2016, and many of
them are young adults just starting their careers,
the report says. More than half of new shoppers on
Tmall Global are between the ages of 20 and 25
years old, and many live in small or midsized cities
where e-commerce provides the only way to buy
imported products.
Younger consumers spend a lot on sporting goods,
the report says. For example, younger male
consumers often buy sports shoes from brands like
Nike and Adidas, while women are buying Skechers
brand shoes.

In response, China is hoping to rely more on general
practitioners, known as family doctors. The State
Council announced a five-year health plan last week
that aims to increase average life expectancy by one
year to 77.3 years by the end of 2020.
It called for an increase in the number of doctors
from the current level of 1.5 per 1,000 citizens to
more than two by 2020. That compares with figures
of 1.9 in Brazil and 2.8 in Britain. The plan said China
would need to employ an extra 140,000
obstetricians and midwives to cope with rising
demand after the country scrapped its one-child
policy in favour of allowing couples to have two
children.

The sales of alcohol products also increased in 2016.
Beers made in the U.S. and wines from France and
Italy are best-sellers in this category on Tmall Global,
according to the report.
Policy changes can have a big impact on sales of
imported goods into China. For example, the report
notes that the reduced import duties on cosmetics
lifted that category into the top spot in sales on
Tmall Global, unseating food and children’s
products, which had been the most popular
categories. (Source: internet retailer.com)

China Health Plan Threatened by Shortage
of Family Doctors
An ambitious plan by China to increase its doctor
numbers by nearly 40 per cent over the next five
years faces a severe test as medical graduates
choose other professions because of low pay and
overwork.
China's ageing population and growing burden from
conditions such as cancer and diabetes is leaving its
underfunded public hospitals, the first port of call
for most patients, increasingly strained.

But a recent survey suggested it would be difficult
to recruit the number of doctors required. In the 10
years to 2015, Chinese universities produced 4.7m
medical graduates, while the total number of
doctors rose by just 750,000, representing a 16 per
cent increase, according to data compiled by Angela
Fan of Taiwan's National Yang-Ming University.
The medical profession is relatively poorly paid in
China, with the average doctor's salary just
Rmb5,000 ($720) a month. "In comparison with
young doctor sin the US, the young in China are
extremely unsatisfied with their salaries," Ms Fan
said.
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Low pay is also the root of a widespread kickback
culture in Chinese hospitals. When state
broadcaster CCTV last month exposed doctors in
Shanghai receiving a Rmb1,800 monthly fee from a
drug sales agent, the staff were suspended and an
investigation launched. But few expect such exposés
to end the phenomenon.
One self-described "low-level doctor" commented
on website Cn-healthcare: "Each month we take
home a measly paycheck ... I feel we are being
turned into drug sales staff."
Chinese doctors are also overworked, often seeing
as many as 12 patients an hour, and have been the
victims of attacks from patients and their family
members frustrated over medical care.
The doctor deficit is particularly stark in the
countryside,which had a shortfall of more than
500,000 physicians in 2015, and in certain
specialities such as paediatrics.
Nearly half of all registered paediatricians left their
positions between 2005 and 2011 because of low
pay and long working hours, officials said last year.
"If this pattern continues, China will suffer a chronic
shortage of medical doctors in certain specialities
and in rural areas," the researchers said. The high
number of medical dropouts would "only compound
the problem" of increased healthcare needs caused
by an ageing society, they added.(Source: Financial
Times)

All-Round Reforms Needed in Healthcare
After an eight-month investigation, CCTV launched a
16-minute special report about pharmaceutical
commissions, and pointed out that doctors'
kickbacks can account for 30 to 40 percent of drug
prices. This has caused nationwide concern.

scandals and seriously punish the doctors involved.
However, what is more important are the
optimization of medical resources, the effective
promotion of healthcare, the separation of
pharmacies from medical institutions and the
establishment of doctor-patient communication
mechanisms. The basic rights of patients and
doctors should be guaranteed. The social and
economic status of doctors should be promoted.
Only by doing this can healthcare corruptions be
effectively curbed.
China's modernization has encountered many
contradictions and challenges, and needs in-depth
reforms from all areas. This also applies to China's
health sector.
The objectives of hospitals are to serve patients and
meet people's aspirations for health and longevity.
Faced with modern obstacles, modern ideas should
also be applied to the reform of healthcare, such as
a sense of equality and the principle of loyalty to
resolve conflicts between doctors and patients.

It can be said that the slightly calmed doctor-patient
relationship will once again flare up.

The scientific spirit can effectively improve medical
practices and contribute to the rational use of
health resources.

Soon after the report came out, China's National
Health and Family Planning Commission urged
related departments to investigate the drug rebate

With a sense of equality, public medical services are
more likely to be delivered to the poor. Besides, the
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principle of good faith can be conducive to the settlement of problems such as excessive prescriptions and
kickbacks.
In addition, when reporting on the pharmaceutical industry, media should have professional attainments
and show rationality.
When reprinting reports from CCTV, some media, in order to attract attention, exaggerated the percentage
of commissions doctors got. This can only aggravate the embarrassment in medical circles for some
doctors' misconducts.
Media should be a bridge for rational communication and contribute to the rebuilding of trust when
covering such scandals. (Source: People's Daily)

Click Here for More Information
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China Updates is published weekly by the U.S. – China Health Products Association, a non-profit
organization dedicated to the promotion of dietary supplements and nutritional ingredients. The
association’s major focus is the continued development of China’s overall natural health product industry as
well as offer business services to its global members.
If you have comments, suggestions or would like to advertise, please contact us at:

news@uschinahpa.org
If you are not already subscribed to “China Updates”, SIGN UP TODAY
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