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Chapter 1 General Provisions

Article 1 [Basis] This law is based on Food Safety Law and Health Food Registration and Filing
Management Regulations, formulated to regulate the management of health food labelling.

Article 2 [Scope] Health food labelling and their management activities carried out within the
territory of the People's Republic of China shall abide by this law.

Article 3 [Definition] Health food labelling in this law is a general term of all characters, symbols,
numbers and patterns which are used to describe product and business basic information, including
instructions, labels and symbols.

Health Food label means words, figures, numbers, symbols and other identifications attached to
product package, which are used to present characteristics, functions and warnings of health food.

Health food instruction means identification made by registrants, which can further describe the
product information and it does exist separately.

Health food symbol means unified identification attached to product and can be used to distinguish
this specific product from others.

Article 4 [Regulatory Responsibilities] CFDA is responsible for making administrative regulations as
well as the supervision and management of national health food labelling.

Relevant department of local CFDA above county level is responsible for regulating the health food
labelling in their Administrative areas.

Article 5 [Main Responsibility] Health food manufacturers should be responsible for the legitimacy
and authenticity of health food labelling.




Manufacturers of imported health food should be responsible for the legitimacy and authenticity of
imported health food labelling.

Chapter 2: Content Requirements of Labelling

Article 6 [Content Requirement] Health food labelling should list manufacturer information, product
information, usage information, storage information and any other information regulated by
relevant laws and regulations. Contents should be true, accurate and easy to understand.

Article 7 [Enterprises Information] Enterprises information on the labelling should comply with the
following requirements:

(1) Name, address, contact information and product license number of legally registered health food
production and management enterprises;

(2) For entrusted health food, it should separately mark the name and address of commission
enterprise and entrusted enterprise; and it should also mark the production license number of
entrusted enterprise;

(3) Besides marking address and zip code, it also need mark at least one of the following contact
information: telephone, fax and network contact information;

(4) Imported health food labels should also mark the country of origin and name, address and
contact information of offices or agencies in the territory of China.

Article 8 [Product Information] Production information on the labelling should contain the following
information and comply with related requirements:

(1) Product name: it should be consisted of trademark name, general name and property name.
Trade Mark name is a unique name which indicates that this specific product is different from
others. General name should be named after the main functional ingredients or other rules.
Property name should be named after product formulations or food property;

(2) Ingredients: it should list all name of ingredients in accordance with approved content and order.
If the original approved certificate does not include all the ingredients, the ingredients should be
listed in descending order according to manufacturing procedure;

(3) Functional components / landmark composition and content: it should mark the name of
functional components / landmark composition and the content according functional
components / landmark composition of every unit mass or volume according to approved
contents;

(4) Health Functions should be titled in specified description;

(5) Health food symbols should be the patterns, which are approved and regulated by CFDA;



(6) The license number or registration number of the health product should be in accordance with
Health Product Registration Certificate;

(7) Product specification and net content: Product specification means the minimum preparation of
every unit mass or volume. Net content means product quality or volume of every sales package;

(8) Manufacturing date, expiration date and batch number;

(9) Radiation health food or heal food using irradiated raw materials should indicate “Radiation
health food” or “XX materials irradiated”;

(10)  Nutrition supplements should indicate “nutrition supplements” on the label and indicate “XX
nutrient supplement” in the function items;

(11) Health food using GM ingredient should be indicated according to the related regulations.

Article 9 [Usage Information] Usage information on the labelling should contain the following

contents:

(1) Suggested use and consumption value

(2) Suitable and unsuitable groups

(3) Attentions

(4) Declaration of “the product is not a substitute of medicine”; filing products should indicate that
“this product is not reviewed and approved by CFDA”.

Article 10 [Storage Information] Storage information should include the information of storage
temperature, humidity and conditions.

Article 11 [Other Information] Health food labelling should also mark other information if required
by related laws, regulations and national standards.

Article 12 [Instructions and Label Content Requirements] Instructions should include product name,
ingredients, active components and the relevant contents, health function, suitable and unsuitable
groups, suggested use, size, expiration date, storage conditions and attentions.

If all the contents of instructions are included in the label, the instructions are not indispensable.

Article 13 [Conformance Requirements] Contents on the labels and instructions should be
consistent; it should cover instructions attachment content of health food approval certificate and
that should be consist with approval content.

Article 14 [Active Modify] Health food production and management enterprises should strengthen
post-marketing surveillance of health food safety and health functions. When needs to modify the
content of labelling, it shall be changed in accordance with related provisions.

Article 15 [Passive Modify] In accordance with the progress of scientific research, new food safety
issues and the change of technical standards and norms, CFDA can require health food enterprises to



modify health food labelling contents. Health food enterprises should finish registration and filing
for label content change according to CFDA requirements.

Chapter 3 Formal requirements of health food labelling

Article 16 [Printing Requirements] The content of Health food labelling should be clear, prominent,
indelible, readily identifiable and recognizable.

Article 17 [Language Requirements] The content of Health food labelling should be written in
standard Chinese characters published by National Language Work Committee. When Chinese
pinyin, minority language and other foreign language are used as well, the contents should be
directly corresponding to the Chinese characters, and be written correctly.

Article 18 [Font Requirements] The font of characters, symbols and numbers shall meet the
following requirements:
(1) The font height shall not be less than 1.8 mm;

(2) The font size of Chinese pinyin, minority language or other foreign language should be less than
or equal to the font of corresponding Chinese character fonts;

(3) When using other trademark in addition to product name in the labelling, the font size should
not be larger than a half of the font size of product name in an individual character area;

(4) Unsuitable group, storage method with special requirements, attentions, the statement of “This
product is not a substitute of medicine” and “This product has not been reviewed by food and
drug administrative department” shall be marked in a prominent place. The font size should be
bigger than the font size of "suitable group ".

Article 19 [Color Requirements] The colors of labelling should conform to the following
requirements:

(1) The font, background and base color should be in contrasting colors. The brightness contrast
should be more than 70%;

(2) Color for every font of product name and property name should be consistent;
(3) The font color of the statement of “This product is not a substitute of medicine” and “This
product has not been reviewed by food and drug administrative department” should be different

from surrounding characters and in a more highlighted color.

Article 20 [Layout Requirements] The layout format of health food labelling should meet the
following requirements:

(1) The symbol, name and approval number should be marked on the visible page of the health food
package (container) (hereinafter referred to as main display page);



(2) Health food symbol shall be marked on the upper left the layout according to pattern proportion
set by CFDA, which is clear and easily identified. When the surface area of the layout is more
than 100 square centimeters, the width of health food symbol shall not be less than 2 cm at its
widest point. When the surface area of the layout is no more than 100 square centimeters, the
width of health food symbol shall not be less than 1 cm at its widest point. Health food approval
number shall be marked below the health food symbol, and should be connected to the health
food symbol, easy to be identified clearly;

(3) Unsuitable group, storage method with special requirements, attentions, the statement of “This
product is not a substitute of medicine” and ”“This product has not been reviewed by food and
drug administrative department” should be placed right after “Suitable group”;

(4) The net content and specification of product shall be placed on the main display page, and
should be in parallel with the bottom line of main display page;

(5) “Nutritional Supplement” should be labeled near product name on the main display page for
nutritional supplement products;

(6) “This product has been irradiated” should be labeled near product name on the main display
page for irradiated health food.

Article 21 [Label Content Requirements] The content of label shall meet the following requirements:

(1) When the maximum surface area of the packaging of a product applicable for separate selling is
less than 10 cm square centimeters, it should at least mark health food symbol, product name,
approval number, specification, shelf life, precautious, storage conditions, manufacturer,
production license number, product standard, production date and batch number;

(2) The packaging of products not for separate sales shall mark at least health food name, net
content, production date and manufacturer name;

(3) When sales package contains multiple independent and applicable for separate selling product
packages, the specification of individual small packages should be marked separately;

(4) If the outer package is easy to open or the labeling contents on the inner package can be clearly
identified from outside, the labeling contents on the outer package are not indispensable;

(5) When sales package contains multiple independent and applicable for separate selling product
packages, net weight and size for separate package should be labeled. When the production
dates and expiration dates are different for separate packages, the expiration date and
production date labeled on the outer package should be in accordance with the earliest
expiration date and production date for separate packages;

(6) For active ingredient or characteristic ingredient and the content, of per 100 g or 100 ml or of
product marking the component content shall be marked in per 100g, 100ml or the minimum
preparation unit;



(7) The specification shall be marked in accordance with the smallest unit of preparation, such as:
g/pill, ml/bottle;

(8) Production date and shelf life shall be marked in sequence of year, month, day, or month year. If
it’s not marked in this order, the marking order should be also marked. Shelf life can be labeled
as "XX months".

Article 22 [Products Use for Free] The labelling requirements for health food, which is free for
consumers, should be the same as the products produced to be sold.

Article 23 [Measurement Unit Requirements] Measurement units shall adopt the national statutory
measurement units.

Article 24 [Area Calculation Requirements] The calculation of layout area and packaging area shall
be in accordance with relevant State regulations.

Chapter 4 Prohibitive Requirements for Labelling
Article 25 [Basic Requirements] Label may not have any of the following circumstances:

(1) Separate with packaging (container);

(2) Conditions such as edible print or unfirmed paste;

(3) Make amendments or supplements by the methods of cutting and altering.
(4) Modify the content that may affect product safety and functions.

Article 26 [Exclusion Clause] Label may not indicate the following contents:

(1) Express or imply the contents of having the effect of disease prevention and treatment.

(2) False, exaggerated, misleading consumer or fraudulent text or graphics;

(3) The contents of non-production enterprise, such as "supervised by XX", "cooperated with XX",
"recommended by XX ",.

(4) Trademark which is false, exaggerated, and easy to mislead consumers.

(5) Falsely exaggerating raw materials, active ingredient component / characteristic ingredient and
content, and the healthcare function;

(6) Forge or falsely use other’s name and address

(7) Contents with superstition, pornography, or against scientific knowledge;

(8) Content prohibited to be marked by laws, regulations and standard criteria

Article 27 [Product Name] Health food name shall not use the following contents:

(1) False, exaggerated, or absolute terms;

(2) Terms express or imply treatment functions;

(3) Terms express or imply healthcare functions;

(4) Person’s name, place name, Chinese pinyin;

(5) Individual letters and numbers, except vitamin and raw materials with letters or numbers as
otherwise stipulated by law.
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(6) Symbols except

(7) Terms which are hard to be understood by consumers and local dialect;

(8) Vulgar or words with superstition;

(9) Human tissues and organs and other words;

(10)  Using the same generic name and attribute name (except with marks of color, flavor and
specific population) for different products applied by the same applicant;

(11)  Using multiple brands for a same product;

(12) Health product name without approval, product name with other trademarks or trade
names.

(13) Other terms that will mislead consumers.

Article 28 [Generic Name] Generic names shall not use the following contents:

(1) Medicine names of approved pharmaceuticals, except products with a single raw material
formula and are named after the single raw material. Or the names which are similar in
pronunciation or form with approved pharmaceuticals.

(2) Names of specific populations.

(3) Function name, or words related to expressing product function;

(4) Abbreviated names of raw material without authorization;

(5) Nutritional supplements named after some vitamins or minerals.

Chapter 5 Legal Liabilities

Article 29 [Basic Requirements] Violations of this measure, which breach the provisions of “food
safety law” shall be punished in accordance with the relevant regulations.

Article 30 [Penalties In Terms of Production Date] Violations of altering, falsely marking production
date and shelf life, shall be punished in accordance with the provision of article 124 of "food safety

law".

Article 31 [Penalties In Terms of Packaging, Text, Content And So Forth] Violations of article 6,
article 7 paragraph 1 and paragraph 3 to 5, , article 8 to article 13, article 16 to 18, article 20 to 22,
article 25 and article 26, shall be punished in accordance with the provisions of article 125 of "food
safety law".

Article 32 [Penalties In Terms of Commission Enterprise Mark] Violations of article 7, paragraph 2 of
this measure shall be penalized a fine ranges from 2,000 to 30,000 RMB

Article 33 [Penalties In Terms of Color Contrast] Violations of article 19 of this measure, shall be
penalized a fine ranges from 1,000 to 20,000 RMB

Article 34 [Penalties In Terms of Flaws] If the product labelling and specification exist some flaws
without affecting food safety and function, and don’t mislead consumers, shall be punished in
accordance with the provision of article 125 paragraph 2 of "food safety law”.



Article 35 [Penalties In Terms of Recall Remedial Measures] The recalled products with labelling
which does not comply with the food safety standards, health food producers may continue the sale
of the product in taking remedial measures and guaranteeing food safety. Remedies should be
explicated to consumers. Breaches of not explicating remedies to consumers shall be ordered to
make correction within a limited duration. An overdue no change will be fined range from 1,000-
20,000 RMB. A violation of altering production date when adopting remedies shall be punished in
accordance with article 124 of "food safety law".

Article 36 [Penalties for Supervisors] The violations of dereliction of duty, abuse of power, shielding
and indulgence of the staff engaging in health food supervision and management, shall be imposed

by administrative sanctions according to law.

Chapter 6 Supplementary Provisions

Article 37 [Regulation Enforcement] This measure enters into force on the date of 20XX-XX-XX
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